The increasing role of Acinetobacter species as nosocomial pathogens.
Among gram-negative organisms playing a significant role in nosocomial infections, Acinetobacter species have attracted increasing attention in intensive care units during the past two decades. Acinetobacter species are implicated in a wide spectrum of infections (eg, bacteremia, nosocomial pneumonia, urinary tract infections, secondary meningitis, superinfections in burn patients). One of the most striking features of Acinetobacter species is their extraordinary ability to develop multiple resistance mechanisms against major antibiotic classes. They have become resistant to broad-spectrum β-lactams (third-generation cephalosporins, carboxypenicillins, and increasingly to carbapenems); they produce a wide range of aminoglycoside-inactivating enzymes; and most strains are resistant to fluoroquinolones. In Acinetobacter nosocomial infections, the major problems confronting clinicians in intensive care units are related to the severity of Acinetobacter nosocomial infections and to resistance to major antibiotic classes of these organisms.